
 

 

9 November 2023 

  

Re: Zimbabwean Exemption Permit Holder Applying for Motor Vehicle Licence Disc  

 

To whom it may concern 

 

1. The Helen Suzan Foundation (“HSF”) is a non-governmental organisation that promotes 

constitutional democracy and human rights in South Africa.  

2. We write to you out of concern for Zimbabwean Exemption Permit (“ZEP”) holders, whom we 

understand are being prevented from renewing and/or applying for a motor vehicle licence disc. 

3. This, despite the Minister of Home Affairs (“Minister”) recently extending the ZEP’s lifespan to 

31 December 2023 in Immigration Directive No 2 of 2023, attached hereto as Annexure A. 

4. Further, on 28 June 2023, HSF received judgment in its favour from the Pretoria High Court that 

set aside the Minister’s decision to terminate the ZEP in the first place, pending a fair and rational 

process that properly assesses the impact of that decision. The court’s order extends the ZEP for 

twelve months and is attached hereto as Annexure B. 

5. What’s more, the Minister’s application to appeal the Pretoria High Court’s 28 June 2023 judgment 

was dismissed on 16 October 2023. That order is attached hereto as Annexure C. 

6. As such, we are advised that the ZEP is completely valid and that there is no reason in law to deny 

ZEP holders an opportunity renew and/or apply for a motor vehicle licence disc. 

7. If after considering this letter you remain of the opinion that ZEP holders should not be allowed to 

renew and/or apply for a motor vehicle licence disc, please provide us with written reasons. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Nicole Fritz 
Executive Director  
Helen Suzman Foundation 
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MINISTER’S IMMIGRATION DIRECTIVE NO 2 OF 2023

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISION NOT TO EXTEND ZIMBABWEAN 
NATIONALS’ EXEMPTIONS GRANTED IN TERMS OF SECTION 31(2)(b), READ 
WITH SECTION 31(2)(d) OF THE IMMIGRATION ACT 13 OF 2002

I, Dr PA Motsoaledi, MP, Minister of Home Affairs having, with the powers bestowed upon 

me in terms of section 31 {2)(b), read with section 31(2)(d) of the Immigration Act, decided 

to extend the validity of Zimbabwean exemption permits issued to Zimbabwean nationals 

for a further period of 6 months in order to allow the holders thereof to apply for one or
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other visas and waivers provided for in the Immigration Act, (read with Immigration 

Regulations, 2014) that they may qualify for, hereby direct that this decision should be 

implemented as follows, during the further 6 months’ period, starting from 30 June 2023 

and ending 31 December 2023:

1. No holder of a valid exemption permit may be arrested, ordered to depart or be 

detained for purposes of deportation or deported in terms of the section 34 of the 

Immigration Act for any reason related to him or her not having any valid exemption 

certificate (i.e. permit label / sticker) in his or her passport. The holder of a valid 

exemption permit may not be dealt with in terms of sections 29, 30 and 32 of the 

Immigration Act.

2. The holder of a valid exemption permit may be allowed to enter into or depart from 

the Republic of South Africa in terms of section 9 of the Act, read together with the 

Immigration Regulations, 2014, provided that he or she complies with all other 

requirements for entry into and departure from the Republic, save for the reason of 

having an expired exemption permit indicated in his or her passport; and

3. No holder of exemption should be required to produce—

(a) a valid exemption certificate/permit;
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(b) an authorisation letter to remain in the Republic contemplated in section 32(2) 

of the Immigration Act when making an application for any category of the 

visas, including temporary residence visa.

Any enquiry related to the contents of this Directive, should be directed to Mr Yusuf 

Simons at Yusuf. Simons@dha.gov.za or at 082 809 2142
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